Ma‘rifat 2026, Vol. 35, No. 3, p 7-13

https://creativecommos.org/licenses/by—nc/4.0
10.22034/marifat.2026.5004386

@ 20.1001.1.10236015.1405.35.3.1.0

The Reciprocal Rights between Allah and His Servants™

Ayatollah Mohammad-Taqi Meshah Yazdi

Abstract

This discourse is based on a scholarly lecture examining the mutual rights
between Allah Almighty and humanity. Following an in-depth analysis of the
term Hagq (Right) and its semantic scope in the Quran regarding both
humanity and Allah Almighty, the Master -drawing upon the words of Amir al-
Mu’minin, Imam Ali (pbuh) - elucidates the reciprocal rights between Allah and
His servants. According to Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (pbuh), everyone possesses
rights and, in turn, bears obligations. It is a rational principle among humans
that if a duty is imposed upon an individual for the benefit of another, a
corresponding right must be recognized for them in return. However, a
unilateral right, which entails only a benefit without a correlative obligation, is
exclusive to Allah Almighty; Allah alone is entitled to rights, while bearing no
duty. Subsequently, the Master provides an argument for absolute Divine
ownership to establish the Divine right.

Keywords: Haqq (Right), Reciprocal Rights, Amir al-Mu’minin (pbuh), Criterion of the
Primacy of Right, Divine Right.

* This article is a transcription of an ethics lecture delivered by Allameh Meshah Yazdi to seminary students at the Office of the
Supreme Leader in Qom.”
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