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The Wisdom of the Divine Will
Ayatollah Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah Yazdi

Abstract

One of the most frequently occurring terms in religious and Qur'anic discourse
is the term haqq (truth/right). This term has various usages in the Qur'an,
including its opposition to batil (falsehood), the definitive fulfillment of God's
promise, correspondence with reality, and the wisdom inherent in God’s actions.
Based on rational and transmitted proofs, the principle of haqq must be
established by God the Exalted. If anyone, under any circumstances, deems a
right legitimate, or establishes it, and acts upon it, such a right—however
unconsciously—is reliant upon the Divine Will and upon the right that God
holds over His servants. The directives of Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him)
at the beginning of the Risalat al-Huquiq (Treatise on Rights) clearly indicate
this matter. Since the acceptance of this proposition may appear difficult,
further elaboration in this regard is necessary, especially given that such
issues—particularly in a detailed and independent manner—are rarely
discussed. To fulfill this obligation, it is necessary to examine these issues and
respond to the relevant doubts. This article provides a detailed examination of
this subject and the doubts raised concerning it.

Keywords: Haqq (truth/right), wisdom of the Divine Will, legislative guidance, usages of haqgq.
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Abstract

The ritual, behavioral, and performative dimension of religion is termed manasik
(rites/rituals). Rituals represent the objective embodiment and symbolic
manifestation of beliefs, values, attitudes, and devotional orientations in the guise
of concrete behaviors. In other words, rituals constitute a part of the practical
wisdom of religion, which, as a rule, is founded upon theoretical wisdom and
metaphysical foundations and assumptions. Through the performance of rituals,
believers express the degree of their doctrinal and faith-based commitment,
thereby providing the ground for the continuous acquisition of devotional
experiences. Among the functions of mass media, particularly religious media or
media active in the sphere of religious media, are the propagation, promotion,
interpretation, representation, reformation, and modification of religious
rituals—both primary and secondary—and, in some cases, the creation of new
rituals commensurate with the needs and exigencies of the public sphere.
Adopting a normative approach, this article aims to codify and prescribe the
requirements and preferences of the national media in its engagement with
religious rituals, with reference to general criteria derived from religious texts. Its
method consists of content analysis of transmitted and prescriptive propositions,
and the derivation of their explicit and implicit implications.

Keywords: Media, religion, rituals, symbols/sacraments, action, sacred.
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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role of the teachings of Imam al-Sajjad (peace
be upon him) in the Risalat al-Huquq, specifically the right of the neighbor, in
improving neighborly relations and social cohesion. The research method is
qualitative, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, conducted using Islamic
sources and related studies. The results indicate that strengthening social cohesion
can be achieved through increasing a sense of responsibility and solidifying social
identity, building trust and social security, reinforcing solidarity and social
participation, preventing and reducing social harms, improving quality of life, and
strengthening moral and spiritual values. Factors contributing to the diminished
importance of neighborly relations in contemporary societies include structural
changes and modern urbanization, cultural and social transformations,
psychological factors, and changes in lifestyle. Practical strategies based on the
teachings and doctrines of Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him) that can
contribute to the reconstruction of human relations in societies include: reforming
social attitudes through education and cultural cultivation, fostering a culture of
respect and good character in neighborly relations, creating opportunities for
social interaction at the neighborhood level, promoting a spirit of empathy and
mutual assistance, reforming urban laws and policies to strengthen social
interactions, utilizing technology to facilitate neighborly communication, and
setting a model for other social relationships.

Keywords: Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him), Risalat al-Huqugq, the right of the neighbor,
social cohesion, neighborly relations.
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Abstract

For the progress of Islamic society, the Islamic state must intelligently fulfill its
inherent duties across all domains. Modern communication technologies have
created a new space known as cyberspace. To safeguard against harms and
exploit opportunities, it is necessary to present the principles and methods of the
Islamic state’s engagement with cyberspace based on religious foundations.
Employing an analytical-descriptive method, this research examines the
methods of the Islamic state’s engagement with cyberspace, emphasizing the
thoughts of Imam Khamenei. The findings indicate that, considering a political
system based on the jurisprudential rules of Islam and with a view to the
thoughts of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution, the following methods can be
inferred for the Islamic state's engagement with cyberspace: future studies and
intelligent counteraction, enlightenment and the jihad of clarification, negating
foreign dominance over media technology and achieving independence in this
arena, and the management of cyberspace. Finally, the method of exporting the
revolution and Islamic values is derived from the words of the Supreme Leader.
The method of negating foreign dominance over media technology and
achieving independence in this arena is implemented through two strategies: the
Islamization of communication and media studies, and scientific advancement in
modern information and communication technologies. The method of managing
cyberspace is also implemented through two strategies: legislation and the
establishment of a national information network.

Keywords: Islamic state, cyberspace, future studies, method of engagement, Imam Khamenei.
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Abstract

The role model of Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her) as a moral and spiritual
exemplar holds great significance in the modern lifestyle of women.
Unfortunately, some Muslim women, due to the negative influences of Western
culture, face challenges in their personal, familial, and social lives. Therefore, the
present research seeks to answer the question: What is the role model of Hazrat
Zahra (peace be upon her) in the modern lifestyle of women from the
perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli? This research examines the role model
of Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her) in the elevation of women from the
perspective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and aims to investigate the impact of her
personality on the lives of contemporary women. The research method
employed is descriptive-analytical and is based on library resources. The
research findings indicate that by introducing Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her)
as a perfect exemplar, women have been able to stabilize the family nucleus. Her
moral characteristics, such as benevolence, praying for others, devotion to the
Qur'an, and leniency towards her husband, have had a positive and constructive
influence on the individual and social lives of women. The results show that
women, by emulating the life of Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her), have
improved their quality of life and achieved worldly and otherworldly felicity.

Keywords: Exemplar, Hazrat Zahra (peace be upon her), Ayatollah Javadi Amoli,
lifestyle, women.
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Abstract

This article examines the phenomenon of ‘alam-keshi in the mourning
processions of Afghan migrants residing in Iran from a cultural anthropological
perspective. This ceremony, which is in fact a form of mourning, is performed as
a traditional religious ritual in various migrant communities. We have employed
participant observation and interview techniques to describe it. This research
indicates that although this ritual is less prominent in some Shi‘a-populated
areas of Afghanistan or is performed with slight variations in others, the people
of Shi‘a-populated areas in Afghanistan predominantly observe the mourning
ceremony for Hazrat Abul-Fazl al-'Abbas (peace be upon him) alongside this
ritual. However, what is observed today in the migrant processions (particularly
in the central migrant processions) is that in large migrant-receiving cities, this
religious ritual is performed with increasing fervor each year on the seventh
night of Muharram. In this research, we aim to understand the historical,
cultural, and value-based underpinnings of the phenomenon of ‘alam-keshi, the
symbols used in this ritual, and the quality of its performance in various regions.
At the conclusion of this paper, it will be clarified what cultural consequences
this religious phenomenon has had on the migrant community.

Keywords: 'Alam-keshi, Muharram, migrants, ‘alam, procession.
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Abstract

The family institution possesses diverse and numerous functions that fulfill the
basic needs of its members across various domains. However, the prerequisite
for fulfilling all needs within the family is the organization of this institution. A
dysfunctional and disintegrated family cannot function properly as a system.
Domestic violence is one of the afflictions that plagues this institution, driving it
to the brink of collapse and creating grounds for anxiety and insecurity among
family members. One form of domestic violence is violence between spouses.
Various factors contribute to the emergence of this harm; some of these factors
are individual, while others are cultural and social. This article examines the
socio-cultural causes of violence between spouses and strategies to counter it
from a religious perspective. The method of data and information collection in
this article is documentary and library-based, and a descriptive-analytical
method has been used in data processing. The research findings indicate that the
most important socio-cultural causes of the occurrence of this phenomenon
between spouses include poverty and unemployment, forced marriage,
interference of relatives, and lack of familiarity with marital life skills.

Keywords: Violence, domestic violence, family, cultural, social, spouses.
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Abstract

The mosque, as the most important cultural and religious base in Islamic societies,
plays a vital role in shaping the religious and social identity of individuals,
particularly during adolescence. This research aims to examine and analyze the
role of mosque servants as key elements in attracting adolescents to prayer and
increasing their interest in religious devotions. This study initially seeks to
investigate the factors hindering the attraction of adolescents to the mosque, and
then, by identifying successful models of interaction between mosque servants and
adolescents, offers practical strategies for attracting this age group to the mosque.
In this research, conducted using a review-library method, the required sources
were collected from reputable domestic and international databases, libraries, and
scientific publications. The results of this investigation indicate that mosque
servants, through the use of innovative approaches and the creation of attractive
environments, can significantly contribute to increasing adolescents' interest in
and participation in prayer and other religious activities. Furthermore, it is
recommended that policies related to the training and empowerment of servants
be implemented systematically and purposefully in order to fully utilize their
capacity for attracting and encouraging adolescents.

Keywords: Mosque servant, prayer, adolescents, cultural cultivation, strategies for attracting
adolescents.
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