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A Comparative Study of the Principle of Ahimsa in the Tradition of Jainism
and the Rights of Living Creatures in the School of Shiism

Seyyed Ahmad Tabataba’i Sotoudeh / Ph.D. of Religions and Mysticism, IKI sats@chmail.ir
Received: 2024/03/02 - Accepted: 2024/05/08

Abstract
Although the concept of the principle of “ahimsa", i.e. ""to avoid harming living beings", is

considered as an important moral principle in most religions and moral schools, but the
position of this principle in the moral system and its theoretical and belief supports —
which are sometimes effective in its formation - has undoubtedly created different
approaches in each of these religions and schools. Using an analytical and descriptive
method, and investigating the principle of ahimsa in the ethical system of Jainism - as the
most extreme form of emphasis on this principle - and comparing it with the rights of
living beings in Shi’a ethical system, this research tries to show that although both
religions agree on avoiding to harm living beings, but each have their own different
theoretical ideas in the field of theology, cosmology and anthropology; and their schools
are based on two completely different worldviews such that this difference appears in
religious thoughts and behavior of the two schools.

Keywords: Ahimsa, rights of living beings, comparative ethics, Jainism, school of Shiism.
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An Analytical Study of the Expansion and Consolidation of the Catholic Church in
Latin America (1620-1551)

. Seyyed Mohammad-Reza Miryousefi / PhD in Religions and Mysticism, IKI abasehosyen@yahoo.com
Seyyed Hasan Hoseini Amini / Graduate of Qom Islamic Seminary
Received: 2024/01/05 - Accepted: 2024/03/11

Abstract

Latin America is the most populated Christian region in the world. It is necessary to know
Latin American Christianity because of political, social and religious considerations. The
social life in Latin America has thousands of years of history before the arrival of Christianity.
Great civilizations such as Almuks and Istaks were formed in these areas before Christ.
Christianity entered Latin America in the 15th century with the arrival of the conquerors.
Catholic Christianity has gone through different periods (introduction and Christianization,
consolidation and weakening) from the beginning of its arrival until today. We will analyze
the factors that consolidate Catholic Christianity in Latin America in this research. We will
investigate the role of some direct factors such as monastic sects and episcopal councils and
some indirect factors such as Catholic kings and popes. We used library research method and
written document to collect the information in this research, and used descriptive and
analytical method for the data processing.

Keywords: Christianity, Catholic Church, Spanish Catholic, Latin American Catholic, Latin America.

An Analysis of the Role of Religion in Restraining Promiscuity with an Emphasis on
Abrahamic Religions

Mohammad Reza Asadi / Assistant Professor of Religion and Mysticism, IKlInstitute Reza.shaer@gmail.com
Received: 2023/12/16 - Accepted: 2024/01/31

Abstract
Promiscuity, i.e. being unrestrained and improvident, is one of the most pervasive problems

of human societies. Even though contractual laws, ethics and customary and cultural
requirements have effective roles in preventing promiscuity and fighting against it, believers
are confident that religion plays an important and impressive role in this field as well. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this research tries to find the answer to the following question:
what is the role of religion in this field? With the aim of identifying the capacities of religion
in restraining promiscuity, this article attempts to explain the concept of promiscuity and the
methods of restraining it, with an emphasis on Abrahamic religions. Considering the results of
this research, 1 will conclude that religion has a considerable contribution and capacity in
restraining promiscuity through creating faithful devotion as an internal restraining factor,
disseminating shari'a and moral orders, explaining the worldly effects and consequences of
various acts and expressing the destiny of human in the other world based on the final
assessment of acts. | will also conclude that the influence of religion is more guaranteed and is
deeper compared with the other factors.

Keywords: promiscuity, unrestrained, reward, punishment, submission, Abrahamic religions.
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A Study of the Trend of Gholov (Exaggeration) in Christianity and Islam,
Based on Qur’anic Verses and Traditions

Mohammad Asai / Ph.D of Quran and Hadith Sciences, University of Tehran asaee@ut.ac.ir
Received: 2024/01/09 - Accepted: 2024/02/26

Abstract

The great heavenly religions have always faced extremist and exaggerating (gholov)
currents since the very past. Exaggeration is one of the problems of religion and
religiosity, previously considered and variously warned in the school of Islam. Explaining
some common and fundamental concepts between Christian theology and the school of
Islam, this research analyzes the corresponding cases in the two schools, regarding
Trinity, the Incarnation and the sin of Adam, using an analytical method, and concludes
that exaggerating ideas are a kind of misinterpretation and misunderstanding of true
religious teachings. Then it studies the deviant trends in Paul's Christian theology and Shia
Gholat (exaggerators) regarding the claim of Lordship for religious elders, the sufficiency
of faith from practicing the Sharia and the Divine posts, and will present some arguments
and terms of the Holy texts and Islamic traditions as evidence. The main difference
between the two trends is the survival of the Christian trend based on Paul's reading and
the extinction of Shiite gholat.

Keywords: Christianity, Trinity, Exaggerators (Gholat), New Testament, Imamate.

A Descriptive-Analytical Study of the Belief in the Existence of God and
Monotheism in the Old Testament

Ali Ghorbani / PhD Student of Philosophy of Religion, IKI hekmatrabani65@gmail.com
Received: 2024/01/02 - Accepted: 2024/03/15

Abstract

Anyone who seeks truth and happiness acknowledges the necessity of studying God's
existence and his uniqueness. This necessity is even more important considering that
human’s innate nature has a tendency towards God. However, one can research this issue
in the holy texts of different religions, not with “a priori” approach or seeking their
rational reasons, but merely with “a posteriori” and descriptive approach; and can reach to
this conclusion that the doctrine of the existence of God and monotheism is not necessary
in one religion, but it is necessary in various religions. This result can be worthwhile for
religious scholars. This research has tried to analyze the issue of God's existence,
especially his uniqueness, in the Old Testament, using a library research method and a
descriptive-analytical method. According to this research, there are numerous evidences in
the Old Testament that introduce God as the progenitor of being, and several terms
indicate the unity of God as well. Although some believe that the two mentioned belief
principles are evident based on the Old Testament, but this claim is not acceptable, which
is elaborately discussed in the article.

Keywords: God, monotheism, unity, monotheism, theology, Old Testament.
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A Comparative Study of the Coordinates of the Effect of Prayer on the Human
Cognition from Shiism and Catholicism Point of View
Mohajer Mahdavi Rad / Assistant Professor of the Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Economics and

Management, Khorramshahr University of Marine Sciences and Technologies alil945reza@kmsu.ac.ir
Received: 2024/02/04 - Accepted: 2024/06/30

Abstract

Prayer and its effect on the soul are important in both Shia and Catholic religions. Shia calls
prayer as the core of worship, and Catholicism interprets it as the door of worship and the bearer
of great mysteries. But both religions believe prayer has some effects on human cognition and
insight, based on their dominant theology, which can be effective for the perfection of their
followers. Considering the importance of prayer in the two religions and its effect on the soul on
the one hand, and the need for interfaith dialogue on the other hand; it is necessary to examine the
effect of prayer on human cognition from Shiism and Catholicism point of view and study their
similarities and differences. The method of this research is descriptive-analytical and the results
are as follows: prayer effects the cognition and insight of the worshiper, in both religions, by
paying attention to God and helping to know the Lord, self-knowledge, knowing the Savior and
resurrection. According to the Catholic religion, prayer effects human cognition through the Holy
Spirit which grants cognition while Christ prays, the predominance of the granted aspect of
cognition, emphasizing the Trinitarian cognition, instilling and confirming the belief in the
inherent sin of man, and the belief in ransom and salvation by Jesus; but according to Shia, the
central key to acquire cognition is the content of the prayer, and human cognition is affected by
the emphasis on monotheistic cognition, knowledge of the perfect human being, emphasis on
servitude and salvation through faith, and finally doing good deeds which provide the ground for
the fulfillment of human perfection.

Keywords: prayer, Trinitarian cognition, monotheistic cognition, granted knowledge, knowledge of the Savior.

A Study on the Role of Mudariban in Islamic Culture and Civilization

Fatemeh Kargar Jahromi / PhD Student of History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
Received: 2023/12/16 - Accepted: 2024/03/07 f.k.jahromi@gmail.com

Abstract

After the Muslim conquest of Spain, a group of Christians had a good cooperation with the
Muslim Arabs in governing the country. Maintaining their religion, this group of Christians also
imitated many Arab customs and traditions. They were known as Musta’ribs or Mudaribs among
Christian historians. Musta’ribs were the link between Muslim Arab rulers and the Christian
people in the territory of Spain, and played a significant role in transferring the Muslim heritage to
Spain and promoting Arab culture. According to this research, Mudarib or Musta’rib was a term
for Christians living in Andalusia who accepted the rule of Muslim rulers and their customs. In
spite of many problems they faced, they had a great influence in transferring Islamic sciences and
Greek philosophy to Andalusia as well, and they created the Mudaribi style in their art. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this research aims to clarify the role of Musta’ribs in taking
advantage of Muslim’s culture and civilization and applying it to develop their land.

Keywords: Musta’ribs, Mudaribs, Treaties, Andalus.
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