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The Three Pillars of Politics

Ayatollah Allamah Mohammad-Taqgi Mesbah-Yazdi

Abstract

This article seeks to present an analysis of the three pillars of politics. Achieving
a desirable outcome in the realm of politics and the correct management of
society is contingent upon three fundamental pillars: 1. The existence of laws
and regulations that delineate the boundaries of social behavior and formulate
do’s and don’ts in such a way as to secure the interests of society (including both
worldly and otherworldly interests). 2. Individuals who undertake the
responsibility of executing these laws. 3. The people, who, by obeying the laws
and regulations, play a role in the management of society to realize its objectives.
This article elaborates in detail on the conditions and criteria for formulating
laws; the conditions and criteria for the executors of laws and regulations; the
role of the people in accepting and adhering to the laws, and finally, the ideal
divine strategies for these three elements of politics.

Keywords: pillars of politics, dynamism of Islam, executors of laws, people, interests of society.
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Abstract

This research mainly investigates the influence of the specific gradation of
existence (tashkik al-wujud) on the foundations of Islamic education. The most
important objective of the study is to analyze the various dimensions of
gradation of existence and its connection to the epistemological, ontological,
anthropological, and axiological foundations of Islamic education. The findings
of the research, organized using a descriptive-analytical method and with
consideration of the ideas of philosophers of Transcendent Wisdom (Hikmat al-
Muta'aliyah), particularly Sadr al-Muta'allihin (Mulla Sadra), indicate that in
the epistemological domain, gradation of existence directs attention towards a
deeper understanding of the stages of human knowledge growth and perfection,
emphasizing the necessity of designing educational programs and methods
appropriate to these stages. In the anthropological domain, this theory aids in
identifying the existential dimensions of man and their various degrees of
perfection and existential weakness, stressing the importance of guiding students
according to the correct ultimate end, across all three stages of insight,
inclination, and capability, and in proportion to individual aptitudes. In the
ontological domain, gradation—which points on one hand to an interconnected
causal system and on the other to the complete dependence of man on the
Bestower of Existence—demonstrates the necessity of attending to divine
principles in the educational process. Furthermore, by proving moral realism in
the axiological domain, this theory emphasizes the importance of aligning
educational principles with individual conditions and capabilities and
synchronizing them with the ultimate value, namely proximity to God (qurb il-
Allah), resulting in obedience and responsibility.

Keywords: the specific gradation of existence, philosophy of Islamic education, Transcendent Wisdom
(Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah), foundations of education, Islamic Philosophy of the Human Sciences.
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Abstract

Given the prevalence of secularist ideas in education, the present article is a re-
examination of one of the axiological foundations of 'secular education,’ which
prioritizes ethics over jurisprudence (figh) and prescribes the 'moralization of
society' instead of its 'jurisprudentialization.' By positing a dichotomy between the
'moralization of education' and the 'jurisprudential/religionization of education,’
the paper advocates for the former. The research method is descriptive,
explanatory, and critical. In describing and explaining the aforementioned
perspective, the following results were obtained: The rapid process of the
secularization of education, schools, and curricula has led to proposing 'moral
education' instead of 'religious education,' and subsequently replacing 'moral
education' with 'spiritual education.' In the meantime, secular narratives—
namely 'secular religious education,' 'secular moral education,’ and 'secular
spiritual education'—were unveiled. Secular thought and a this-worldly
interpretation of religion in Iranian society have been represented by the religious
intellectual movement, which has based its claim regarding the priority of ethics
over figh on Al-Ghazali's view of the 'worldly nature of figh.' In the assessment
and evaluation section of this article, seven critiques are leveled, concluding that
'secular education’' is flawed because it is based on the axiological foundation of
the priority of ethics over figh and the construction of the dichotomy of
'moralization of education' or 'jurisprudentialization of education'; especially
because the reference to Al-Ghazali's view is firstly incorrect and biased, failing to
consider Abu Hamed's comprehensive perspective, and secondly, the inference of
ethical secularism from the idea of the 'worldly nature of figh' in Al-Ghazali's
thought constitutes an illogical exploitation.

Keywords: moral education, religious education, educational secularism, philosophy of religious
education, Jurisprudentialization of Education.
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Abstract

Given the historical importance of education, Islamic sources, including the
Quran, narrations and the works of scholars, have had extensive discussions on
this vital matter, offering numerous recommendations to educators regarding
social education. However, as 'social education® itself is rather a new term, the
available data in the written Islamic heritage have not been stated using this
term. Therefore, using the descriptive-analytical method, this article attempts to
utilize the capacities in Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha—which narrates Islam’s
perspective on social education through the words of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali
(AS)—to express the dimensions of social education and point out its Quranic
evidence. The findings indicate that in Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha, issues
pertaining to the social education of children are explained across five
dimensions: social cognition, social responsibility, social justice, benevolence and
construction, and the regulation of social relations and rules.

Keywords: social education, letter 31 of Nahj al-Balagha, child rearing, dimensions of education,
social justice.
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Strengthening Knowledge and Affection for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in Line with the
Fundamental Reform Document of Education, Emphasizing Action Research (Case
Study: Seddigheh Give-Chian Elementary School)
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Abstract

The present research was conducted with the aim of strengthening interest,
affection, and knowledge (ma'rifah) towards the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) among 32
second-grade students at Seddigheh Giva-Chian Girls' Elementary School,
District 1, in the 2022-2023 academic year, in line with the Fundamental Reform
Document of Education. The research model was qualitative with a descriptive-
analytical approach, and data collection methods included interviews, study, and
observation of students' performance regarding their attention to and interest in
the lives of the 14 Infallibles (AS). In fact, factors such as lack of access to books
about the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), not studying religious matters, and low participation
in religious ceremonies and gatherings had created a sense of distance between
the students and the lives of these noble figures. Solutions such as adorning the
classroom environment and enhancing the spiritual atmosphere of the school,
enriching the classroom library resources on the lives of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
and initiating the program of ‘promoters of affection and knowledge for the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) in the family and community, resulted in increased affection and
knowledge in the hearts and minds of the students. Implementing these solutions
also promoted other objectives such as cooperation, increased self-confidence,
and mutual respect among the students.

Keywords: affection, knowledge, Ahl al-Bayt (AS), Fundamental Reform Document of
Education, second-grade students.
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Abstract

The most important goal of the divine religion is to guide and educate human
beings to attain ultimate felicity, which is achieved only through self-cultivation
and education in all dimensions. Faithful individuals are nurtured through
correct education, and consequently, a healthy society is formed. As one of the
dimensions of human existence, sexuality requires proper guidance and
education. As a branch of human education, sexual education involves providing
individuals with cognitive, motivational, and practical strategies regarding
gender and the sexual instinct, and its correct guidance and proper management
to achieve a chaste life and human perfection. Given the important and sensitive
position of adolescence and youth, the focus of the present research is on the
sexual education of adolescents and youth. Using the descriptive-analytical and
critical method and examining the content of the Sustainable Development
Agenda (2030), this study has identified numerous contradictions between this
document and Islamic verses and narrations concerning sexual education,
including contradictions with the primacy of family, the principle of chastity and
modesty, explicit religious teachings prohibiting any form of sexual deviation,
and the sexual education of children based on religious teachings.

Keywords: sexual education, adolescent and youth, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
Quran, narrations.
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Abstract

Cultural identity is an important issue in the contemporary lranian society,
particularly for its youth. According to upstream documents, the educational
system must be based on teaching a religious lifestyle through thinking and
reasoning. Wisdom-based instructional design is founded on a wisdom-based
philosophy, which is a model of wise thinking for discovering truth and
benevolence in any concept. It strives to strengthen the learning competencies of
balance (for equilibrium), interaction (for enlightenment), and excellence (for
inspiration and value creation) in individuals. In the meantime, reflection,
synergy, and cooperation for exchanging experiences, strengthening the power
of dialogue for enlightenment, and ultimately, courageous and clear writing for
gaining self-esteem are practiced. This research was conducted with the aim of
producing a native instructional design and seeks to answer the question of
whether wisdom-based instructional design can lead to valuing the concept of
cultural identity among students in the dimension of religious lifestyle. The
results showed that wisdom-based instructional design affects the valuation of
the concept of students' cultural identity in the dimension of religious lifestyle,
and the analysis of the results from their wisdom-based discourse and writing
clearly demonstrated this effect.

Keywords: wisdom-based instructional design, learning competencies, cultural identity, religious lifestyle.
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Abstract

One of the important duties of parents is to educate their children from
childhood. One aspect of this education is sexuality education. Preserving and
strengthening modesty (haya) during childhood plays a direct role in preventing
moral deviancy in youth. Using the descriptive-analytical method, relying on
library resources and utilizing verses and narrations from the perspective of
both Islamic schools of thought (Farigain), we have endeavored to examine the
strategies for preserving and strengthening modesty in children. The results of
the research indicate that making the child aware of God's supervision over
their actions and behavior, parental groundwork for observing hijab,
encouraging the lowering the gaze (ghadd al-basar) and not seeing forbidden
scenes from childhood, and other pre-pubescent teachings such as seeking
permission to enter the private spaces of parents and others are among the
Quranic strategies for preserving and strengthening modesty in children. Also,
according to narrations from both schools of thought, concealing marital
relations from child’s sight, separating child's bed, keeping the child away from
any stimulating factors, and avoiding seclusion with the opposite gender are
narrative strategies for preserving modesty in children.

Keywords: farigain, child rearing, preserving modesty (Haya), seeking permission (Isti‘than),
lowering the gaze (Ghadd al-Basar).
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