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The Islamic Government and the Rights of the Disadvantaged and the Oppressed
Ayatollah Mohammad-Tagi Mesbah Yazdi

Abastrac

This text is a transcribed discourse by Allameh Mesbah Yazdi concerning the role
of the Islamic government in securing the rights of the disadvantaged and the
oppressed. It was previously established that the rationale for the necessity of a
government in society is the need to fulfill requirements that cannot be met by
individuals. If no official institution possessing adequate authority, budget, and
capacity fulfills these needs, the society will trend toward weakness and ultimately,
decline. Naturally, political philosophers hold differing viewpoints regarding
matters such as the number of these needs and whether they are fixed or variable.
Furthermore, these needs vary based on the changing conditions of societies.
Generally, providing internal security (preventing transgressions among
members of the society itself) and external security (preventing aggression from
foreign enemies) are among the most crucial duties of a government. From the
perspective of Islam, the most important thing is providing for spiritual and
otherworldly needs, which includes recognizing religious truths and eliminating
doubts and obstacles that arise against the perpetuation and development of
religion. Unfortunately, some serious deviations and unresolved disagreements
among political thinkers throughout history have found their way into Islamic
countries and influence individuals involved in policy-making and societal
management. This article elaborates in detail on the mission of the Islamic
government in securing the rights of the disadvantaged.

Keywords: Islamic government, right, the disadvantaged, the Oppressed, individual rights.
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, intelligence organizations play a pivotal and decisive role in
providing and safeguarding security. However, what ensures the efficacy of these
organizations is the ethical framework governing them. The objective of this
research is to identify and introduce the principles and essentials of professional
ethics for intelligence organizations from the perspective of the Holy Quran. This
study, which is applied-developmental in approach and descriptive-analytical in
methodology, has been conducted utilizing library and internet resources and
documents. Relying on the verses of the Holy Quran, it extracts the principles and
essentials of professional ethics for intelligence organizations. The research
concludes that the Holy Quran, by emphasizing the four foundational principles
of "Justice,” "Freedom," "Human Dignity," and "Trustworthiness," offers
extensive guidance for the professional ethical system of intelligence organizations.
This guidance includes precepts such as: "acting with precaution," "deploying
informants," "relying on certainties and trusting the people," "adopting a service-
oriented and monotheistic perspective on intelligence activities," '"emphasizing the
sound judgment of organizational operatives," "respecting the private sphere of
individuals within the religious society," and "abstaining from intrusive spying
(tajassus) and conjecture (zann)."

Keywords: professional ethics, Security, intelligence organizations, intelligence operatives,
preservation of human dignity.
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Abstract

One of the aspects of the Holy Quran's inimitability (i'jaz), emphasized by
Quranic scholars since the era of its revelation, is its extraordinary eloguence
and rhetorical power (i'jaz al-bayani, or inimitability in expression). A doubt
raised in this context concerns the existence of certain verses containing clear
and self-evident (badihi) matters. Just as complexity in speech contradicts this
form of inimitability, explaining what is already obvious would also seem to be
at odds with it. This article, aiming to address this doubt, has been written using
a descriptive and analytical method. The research concludes that: Firstly, in
rhetorical inimitability, the appropriateness of the speech to the status and
situation of the listener and the environment determines the degree of its
effectiveness. If the listener requires explanation, then clarifying an evident
matter does not contradict inimitability in expression. Secondly, the instances
where self-evidence is claimed fall into three categories: At times, there is a
presumption of self-evidence, and the content of the verse is not as clear as
claimed. At other times, stating an obvious point serves a wise objective, which
justifies its mention and aligns with rhetorical inimitability. In some verses,
stating an evident matter contains a specific rhetorical subtlety, which provides
a rationale for its inclusion.

Keywords: Inimitability in expression, doubts about inimitability, wisdom of self-evident truths,
evident matters, presumption of self-evidence.
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Abstract

Within the hadith compilations of both major Islamic schools (Shi‘a and Sunni),
narrations exist that condemn the practice of '"Darb al-Qur'an bi al-Qur'an™. A
conceptual analysis of this term and an assessment of the validity of these narrations
are necessary, particularly regarding their potential to impede the interpretation of
the Qur'an by the Qur'an (tafsir al-Qur'an bi al-Qur'an) and the thematic
interpretation of the Holy Qur'an (al-tafsir al-mawdii 1), which are among the most
important tools for discerning the intents of the Lawgiver within the Divine Book.
This research seeks to examine the chains of transmission and the textual meanings
of the "Darb" narrations found in both Shi'a and Sunni sources, and to analyze the
relationship between these narrations and the evidence supporting the authority of
interpreting the Qur'an by the Qur'an and thematic interpretation, utilizing a
jurisprudential and principles-based ijtihadi methodology. The most significant
findings of this study are as follows: 1.These narrations are considered authentic
from a transmission (sanad) perspective. 2. The condemned '"Darb" in these
narrations means the failure to observe the established principles of interpretation,
such as considering the general and the specific (al-‘amm wa al-khass), the
abrogating and the abrogated (al-nasikh wa al-mansiikh), and the ambiguous and
the clarifying (al-mujmal wa al-mubayyin), when extracting divine intents. The
primary cause of this is separation from the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), who are the complete
authorities on the Holy Qur'an . 3.These narrations do not impede the authority of
interpreting the Qur'an by the Qur'an and thematic interpretation, provided that
the complete principles of interpretation are observed and the perspectives of the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) are considered to the extent possible, based on the validity and
content of the interpretive narrations. The most important innovation of this
research is its methodological approach, which involves a jurisprudential and
principles-based ijtihadi examination of these narrations- an approach not observed
in previous studies.

Keywords: Narrations on Darb al-Qur'an, absolute terms in narrations, authority, thematic
interpretation, Ijtihadi Method.
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Abstract

The Qur'anic narrative of God's speech to Prophet Moses (AS) in the valley of
Tuwa contains educational content pertaining to the doctrinal principles of
Monotheism (Tawhid), Resurrection (Ma‘ad), and Prophethood (Nubuwwah).
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and based on selected exegeses from
both major Islamic schools with an educational-social approach—namely Tafsir
al-Namiineh and Min Wahy al-Qur'an from the Shi'a tradition, and F1 Zilal al-
Qur'an and Al-Tafsir al-Wadih from the Sunni tradition—this research
analyzes the most prominent educational-doctrinal points within the
aforementioned narrative. Based on the findings, the content of this narrative
can be explained according to the following educational objectives: Pertaining to
the principle of Monotheism (Tawhid): "Understanding the role of tribulations
in the continuity of human education and guidance by God™,"" Comprehending
the necessity of heartfelt trust in God's absolute power and wisdom™,
"Comprehending the necessity of devotion to God through invocations (adhkar)
and deeds on the path of divine education and guidance.”  Pertaining to the
principle of Resurrection: ""Understanding the reason for the concealment of the
time of the Day of Judgment™, "*"Comprehending the origin of the denial of the
Resurrection and the necessity of avoiding being influenced by its deniers.”
Pertaining to the principle of Prophethood: "Understanding how God removes
all deficiencies of the prophets to ensure their success in educating humanity™
,""Understanding the outcome of the prophets' call (da‘wah)."

Keywords: Exegeses of the Two Schools (Tafasir al-Farigayn), Min Wahy al-Qur'an, Al-Tafsir
al-Wadih, Tafsir al-Namuneh, Fi Zilal al-Qur'an.
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Abstract

Iblis is one of the imperceptible phenomena of the created world, whose nature cannot
be comprehended through ordinary means. Utilizing the analytical and descriptive
method based on Qur'anic verses, this article elucidates the nature of Iblis from the
perspective of the Qur'an and philosophical sources. It concludes that there are three
general possibilities regarding his nature: some consider him to be one of the faculties
of the soul; a second group emphasizes that he is an angel; and the third view holds
that Iblis is a Jinn. Through a comprehensive analysis of the verses and various
viewpoints, the author demonstrates an inclination towards the position that Iblis is a
Jinn, citing reasons such as the difference in the creation of angels and Jinn, the
explicit statements of the Qur'anic verses, and the distinction in their behavior. In
another section, the article examines whether Iblis is material or immaterial. It
concludes that most Islamic philosophers and theologians consider Iblis and the Jinn
to be material beings with an immaterial spirit, possessing a subtle and transparent
body capable of changing form and condensing to become visible. Based on Qur'anic
verses, Jinn and Iblis were created from fire and possess material characteristics such
as progeny, death, and the ability to sin, all of which indicate their material nature.
These beings, due to their possession of a subtle body (like condensed air), can interact
within the material world but are normally invisible.

Keywords: Iblis, nature of Iblis, Iblis as a Jinn, Iblis as an angel, immateriality of Iblis.
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A Semantic Analysis of '"Satan’s Share in Human Wealth and Offspring' Based on
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Abstract
This research conducts a semantic analysis of the phrase ™ Jigelil 3 w5 ,W55

"sU5Uty (And share with them in wealth and children) in the Holy Quran. Given

that this phrase is not repeated in other Quranic verses, its semantic analysis
requires meticulous attention. Utilizing semantic techniques such as syntagmatic
and paradigmatic analysis, the semantic network of this phrase has been
explored. The results indicate that the imperative verb " " ,Wi(share)

semantically correlates with concepts such as w355 (partisanship), sy
(brotherhood),  J3 (alliance), and s ,5 (companion) from various perspectives.

At the secondary layer of the semantic network of this phrase, concepts such as
temptation, leading astray, inviting to sin, and embellishing reprehensible
matters are situated. By examining both Shi’a and Sunni exegetical sources, this
study also analyzes the instances of Satan’s participation in human wealth and
offspring. Key findings include uncovering the semantic network of the verb

<,Ws (to share) and providing a comprehensive categorization of the

manifestations of Satan’s participation.

Keywords: share, wealth, offspring, Satan, human.
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, human nature inherently seeks to have desirable offspring;
however, the characteristics of such offspring are a matter of dispute.
Consequently, it is necessary to identify a reliable and enduring source to define
these characteristics. Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, one of the rich repositories of
Islamic knowledge, articulates many truths about the universe and humanity
through the language of supplication to God. The primary research question is:
From the perspective of Imam Sajjad (AS), what are the attributes of a desirable
offspring, and what is the Qur'anic and narrative analysis of these
characteristics? In addressing this main question, a secondary question is also
answered: Are the other characteristics mentioned later in the supplication
reconcilable with the three initial primary attributes? The objective of this
descriptive-analytical research is to answer these questions by examining the
passages of the 25th supplication in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya. The most significant
findings of this study can be summarized as follows:1. In the first passage of this
supplication, Imam Sajjad (AS) enumerates three comprehensive characteristics
for the desirable offspring: Long life for the offspring, righteousness, being
beneficial to the parents. 2. The other characteristics mentioned in subsequent
passages of the supplication, serving as detailed explanations following the
general ones, ultimately refer back to these three overarching attributes.

Keywords: desirable offspring, ideal offspring, characteristics of the desirable offspring, Imam
Sajjad (AS), al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya.
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