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God's Right, the Source of all Rights

Ayatollah Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah Yazdi

Abstract
The duty of the Islamic government towards the weak and oppressed outside the
borders of the Islamic state requires solving a deeper problem called the origin
of truth. One of the important questions that requires a convincing answer is:

How does one gain rights over another? It is possible to use a polemical response
to avoid the continuation of the question and answer by saying: Everyone
understands who is right, and if it is not clear who is right in a case, we refer to
religion and, based on the religious perspective, we determine who is right and
who is entitled. What is right? Who is the true owner and authority for
determining right? How far do divine rights extend? What are the most
important and greatest rights of God over His servants, and conversely, what
rights does a servant have against God? This is the result of the following article.

Keywords: right, origin of right, true owner, divine rights, God's right over the servant, the
servant's right over God.
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Abstract
The topic of ways to recognize moral propositions is considered one of the topics
of epistemology of ethics, and this article examines this issue from the
perspective of Imam Khomeini (RH) using a descriptive-analytical method. He

accepts reason, revelation, fame, nature, and intuition as ways of understanding
moral propositions. Therefore, in addition to rational knowledge of moral
precepts, it proposes the path of knowledge of revelation as a source of
confirmation and complement to moral precepts. Attention to human nature
and moral intuitions is another epistemological dimension of Imam Khomeini's
(RH) perspective, which indicates the importance of paying attention to self-
knowledge in the process of understanding moral propositions. It seems that,
despite the positive points of Imam Khomeini's (RH) view, there are some
ambiguities in this view, such as the fact that some moral statements, such as the
ugliness of lying, are inherently rational from the perspective of the late Imam;
but when this statement is removed from the generality and becomes detailed,
such as lying to the enemy in order to keep secrets from the Imam, it is removed
from the examples of lying, which is without rational reason and is ambiguous.
Therefore, some moral precepts that imply the permissibility of lying to the
enemy are based on revelation; it also seems that the way to know the nature
independently is compromised.

Keywords: epistemology of ethics, path of knowledge, ethical propositions, Imam Khomeini (RH).
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Abstract

The purpose of human creation is divine servitude. The Qur’an provides the basis
for this goal, both theoretically and practically, and to achieve that goal,
theological knowledge and its sublime themes have been made available to
humanity in the form of elegant and wise monotheistic proofs and verses. These
arguments have found their way into Qur’anic arguments at the height of their
power and strength in the form of practical and theoretical wisdom. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this research seeks to analyze the method of
theoretical wisdom and practical wisdom in these deep and precise arguments in
the Qur’an, so that the Qur’an’s rational precision in presenting theological
knowledge to all human beings and in accordance with their levels is revealed, and
it becomes clear that God has used these concepts in the Holy Qur’an in a
different way to bring the servant to the highest levels of monotheism and
knowledge. In such a way that it presented monotheistic verses in the form of
various proofs, and in some cases it used theoretical wisdom in an absolute way, in
other cases it used practical wisdom, and sometimes it used a combination of these
two categories in proofs, and in some cases it used practical wisdom as the basis
for theoretical wisdom, so that the individual, through the purity of the heart and
the purification of the soul, reaches the state of certainty and knowledge.

Keywords: practical wisdom, theoretical wisdom, monotheistic arguments, Holy Qur’an,
argument of causality, argument of order, argument of the Truthful.
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An Explanation of the Role of Secondary Philosophical Intelligibles in Moral
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Abstract

Dividing general concepts into primary and secondary intelligibles is one of the
important foundations of Islamic wisdom, which plays a key role in solving
problems in the rational sciences. Secondary philosophical intelligibles have
gained a central position due to their specific characteristics. Emphasizing the
distinction between these concepts and the first and second logical intelligibles,
Allamah Misbah Yazdi considers neglecting this division to be the source of
many philosophical errors. Using an analytical-descriptive method, this research
explains the fundamental role of secondary philosophical intelligibles in moral
philosophy from the perspective of Allamah Misbah Yazdi. The findings show
that the basic concepts of ethics are of the type of secondary philosophical
intelligibles. Accepting this premise has far-reaching consequences: The realism
of moral propositions, the possibility of solving the problem of “inferring the
ought from the is”, criticism of relativism and unrealistic moral schools, and
criticism of some Western moral schools such as Kant. This article concludes
that adherence to this theory not only provides a robust strategy for defending
the objectivity of morality, but also constitutes an essential framework for any
research into Islamic moral philosophy.

Keywords: moral concepts, philosophical second rationalities, moral philosophy, Allamah
Misbah Yazdi, moral realism, the issue of ought and is.
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Abstract

Aristotle’s theory of moderation, as one of the most famous criteria of value, has
been favored by many philosophers, especially Muslim scholars. The question is
whether this theory has presented a standard free from weaknesses? How does
it compare to the theory of divine nearness? Does the theory of divine nearness
have any advantages compared to the theory of moderation? Using a
descriptive-analytical method and a library method, this paper has answered the
questions. Aristotle's theory of moderation seems to be a good standard in terms
of its supernatural realism, emphasis on virtue, and its having narrative
support. However, it has serious weaknesses in aspects such as determining the
ultimate goal, the difficulty of identifying the internal criterion, insufficient
evidence to prove the theory of moderation, the difficulties in relying on the
moral agent, and the difficulty of identifying the middle ground. Meanwhile, the
theory of divine nearness, as a suitable alternative, has been proven in a logical
and unmistakable manner, and while it has all the advantages of Aristotle’s
theory, it is also free from its weaknesses.

Keywords: moderation, divine proximity, Aristotle, moral value, the formal fallacy,
Allameh Misbah Yazdi.
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Abstract
One of the important issues in Sadra’i philosophy is the issue of the “time of the
emergence of the soul” and, consequently, whether it is physical or spiritual. In

other words, can a soul that is not inherently eternal be temporal eternity? Or is it
a temporal origination? If it originated, is it physical or nonphysical at the time of
its origination? It is well known that Sadr al-Mut’alehin not only considers the
soul to be originated from the body, but also physical. Although this interpretation
of some of his works is applicable, he eventually abandoned this view and changed
his position to the eternity and spiritual nature of the soul. Using descriptive
methods and content analysis, this article attempts to examine his thoughts on this
matter. The main claim of the present article is that he does not have a fixed
opinion on this matter. His intellectual evolution, in four steps, is as follows: The
step of denying the eternity of the soul and interpreting the verses and narrations,
the step of denying the soul's indivisibility, the step of explaining the physicality of
the soul, and the step of departing from and revolutionizing the previous view and
believing in the eternity and spirituality of the soul.

Keywords: origination, eternity, physical origination, spiritual origination, spiritual eternity,
interpretation, classical philosophy.
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Abstract

Spirituality is one of the topics of interest to contemporary man, and in essence,
its meaning and its relationship to other knowledge, depending on the type of
foundations on which it is defined, sometimes substantial differences are
observed. Unlike today's spirituality, which in its most modern form is
sometimes based on components such as humanism, pluralism, secularism, and
emotion and feelings, Islamic spirituality emphasizes elements such as God-
centeredness, Sharia, rationality, knowledge, and proximity. These components,
in their original and profound form, can be sought and explained in the
foundations of Sadr al-Mut’alehin, including his ontological and anthropological
foundations. The originality of existence, the equality of existence with goodness,
analogical gradation, relative existence and the existential poverty, essential
movement, love to the origin, unity of existence are among the ontological
foundations and the physical origination and psychic survival of the human soul,
matching existential realms with the world of meaning, the practice of Sharia,
rationality, knowledge, the four journeys, and the companionship of the perfect
human being and its proximity to its anthropological foundations. This article
seeks to explain and infer these principles and their connection with spirituality
in his perspective, in order to clarify the position of this discussion in the wisdom
of Sadr al-Mutalahin, and in this way, open a new horizon for those who are
interested in wisdom, and on the one hand, show the distinction of Islamic
spirituality from other spiritualities.

Keywords: spirituality, Islamic spirituality, foundations of Islamic spirituality, the Wisdom of
Sadr al-Mut’alehin.
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Abstract

The present study aims to explain the relationship between monotheism and
ethics in the intellectual system of martyr Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Beheshti,
seeking to reconstruct an ethical system based on the divine nature of man. The
central issue is the question of how monotheistic ethics functions as an internal
mechanism for the formation of civilizational perceptual justice. Using the
method of causal-evolutionary reconstruction analysis, the article extracted data
from the original works of Shahid Beheshti and then analyzed its study at two
levels regarding the positive and negative points with the Shiite tradition and
Western moral philosophy in their original sources. The results show that in
Beheshti's thought, justice is not the product of social contract or class conflict,
but rather the consequence of the flowering of divine nature in the
interdependence and mutual responsibility of humans. The theoretical
innovation of the article, in addition to the fact that no research has been
conducted in the field of such a concept of ethics in Shahid Beheshti's thought, is
in reconstructing the "functional model of monotheistic ethics™ in which
monotheism, as the origin and end, explains the causal connection between
nature, will, and justice. This model, while not following the common path in
previous research (jurisprudential-legal and mystical-behavioral), introduces
""monotheistic ethics™ as an epistemological and institutional framework for
shaping the monotheistic structure. The final result shows that when perceptual
nature and divine will become more institutionalized in human behavior,
freedom and justice in society also deepen. This process is the objective
manifestation of monotheistic ethics in the life of society and the basis for the
formation of monotheistic civilization.

Keywords: Shahid Beheshti, ethics, monotheistic ethics, Shiite ethics, ethical functionalism.
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