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The Divine Appointment of the Guardianship of Islamic Jurist

(Wali al-Faqgih)
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Abstract

The issue of authority or guardianship of the qualified Muslim jurist (Wali al-Fagih) is among the
important issues in the political thought of Shia jurists. In the present era, the rule of Wali al-Fagih
in Iran has led to discussions on various issues especially in terms of the criteria for legitimacy,
the role of people in the government, and the functions of the Islamic government based on
Wali al-Fagih in the society. This research aims to address the evidence of the theory of
appointment and the selection approach in Wali al-Fagih and to present some examples of the
functions of the religious authority in the social and religious fields. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, and in some cases, these two views have been reviewed and evaluated.
Understanding the commonalities between the two viewpoints and rejecting secular interpretation
of the selection approach are among the important points of this research. Using the words of
Imam Khomeini, it has been proved that although some people have introduced him as a
supporter of the selection approach, he is one of the main thinkers of the appointment theory.

Keywords: Wali al-Fagih, appointment, selection.
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The Nature of Religious Government in the Qur'an and the Testaments
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Abstract

Religious government in the Quran and the Testaments has for long been discussed in topics about the
intellectual and ideological areas of mankind. These two categories have characteristics that distinguish
them from each other. The most important difference between these two types of government is that,
according to the Qur'an, religious government has a divine approach and a heavenly origin, while, from the
point of view of the Testaments, religious government has an earthly origin (kingdom). In fact, the religious
government in the Qur'an considers the role of religion in all social, political, moral, cultural, and social
fields as necessary, but the religious government in Testaments prohibits the interference of religion in
these areas. The present research investigates the differences between the religious government in the
Qur'an and the religious government in the Testaments. The results of this descriptive-comparative research
indicate that religious government is considered the best type of government according to the Quran,
because the Quran itself is the last and most complete divine book. Religious government in the
Testaments has been rejected due to the falsifiability of these holy books and their secular nature. It is
proved by reason and evidence that none of the characteristics of the religious government in the
Testaments is compatible with the religious government in the Qur’an.

Keywords: government, religious government, non-religious government, the Qur’an, the Testaments.

The Principles of Islamic Democracy in the Qur’an and Hadiths

. Ahmad Nazari / Assistant Professor, the Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University,
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Alireza Saberiyan / Counselor at the Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University, Semnan
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Received: 2022/04/23 - Accepted: 2022/09/06

Abstract

Islamic democracy is a form of government that is based on religion and its teachings. Like every
ideology, point of view and theory, this style of government has certain principles in different
fields. Based on the cultural context in each society, it has criteria that differentiates its model
from other societies. Considering the cultural context of Iranian society, which is based on Islamic
values and teachings, this article attempts to examine the principles of Islamic democracy from
the perspective of two sources of the Quran and Hadith, which are considered to be the main
sources of Islam. Therefore, in this article, an attempt has been made to investigate this issue by
using library sources and the descriptive-analytical method and examining the verses of the Holy
Quran and the narrations of Ahl al-Bayt. The research findings show that, in the Quran and
Hadith, Islamic democracy includes principles such as "rejection of domination and tyranny",
"knowledge-orientedness”, “justice-orientedness”, "law-orientedness and law- abidingness",
"ensuring freedom", “enjoining good and forbidding evil” and “providing Service". As a result,
these seven principles have been introduced and defined as the central principles of religious-
Islamic democracy.

Keywords: democracy, Islamic democracy, principles of democracy.
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The Realization of Islamic State Based on “the Statement
of the Second Phase of the Revolution”

Murteza Alaviyan / Associate Professor of Political Science, Mazandaran University m.alavian@umz.ac.ir
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Received: 2022/06/13 - Accepted: 2022/10/30

Abstract

As the ultimate goal of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the creation of a new Islamic civilization in
the world requires the realization of prerequisites, the most important of which, according to the
supreme leader of the Islamic Revolution, is the establishment of an Islamic state. The Islamic
state will find meaning in the fivefold process of the realization of Islamic civilization. The
Islamic state includes all the agents of the Islamic system, including the executive power and all
the rulers and servants of the Islamic system. The aim of the authors of this research is to deal
with and explain the capacities and solutions for realizing the Islamic state in the second step of
the Islamic revolution. Therefore, the main question is: what are the capacities and solutions for
the realization of the Islamic state with emphasis on “the Statement of the Second Phase of the
Revolution?” This important goal was achieved by carefully and methodically examining the “the
Statement of the Second Phase of the Revolution” and focusing on the intellectual system of
Ayatullah Khamenei. The descriptive-analytical method was used to achieve the results. The
findings show that the youth, material opportunities and talented human forces form the capacities
for creating an Islamic state. Jihadi management and people's participation are also considered as
solutions for creating an Islamic state.

Keywords: Islamic revolution of Iran, the Statement of the Second Phase of the Revolution,
Islamic state, Islamic system, capacities, solutions.

Realistic Idealism in the Foreign Policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran from the Perspective of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution

Muhammad Tagi Amirpour / MA in International Relations, the Imam Khomeini International University
Received: 2022/04/26 - Accepted: 2022/09/14

Abstract

Idealism and realism are two famous schools of thought in international relations and diplomacy.
Considering the importance of diplomacy, securing national interests and establishing security
along with Islamic and revolutionary interests, the question that arises is about the approach that is
on the agenda of the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran with emphasis on the view of
the supreme leader. The research method is descriptive-analytical. The main goal of this research
Is to present a comprehensive and complete view of diplomacy in the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, taking into account the two important schools of idealism and realism. The
important findings of this article show that, based on the examination of other characteristics of
schools of idealism and realism, the foreign policy and diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
is not completely compatible with the mentioned schools. Therefore, explaining the foreign policy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran requires a unique model which we try to achieve through realistic
and revolutionary idealism.

Keywords: idealism, realism, international relations, diplomacy, foreign policy.
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Abstract

The Islamic revolution and the authority of jurisprudence in the political and social fields led
to the emergence of new jurisprudential issues and challenges, one of which is how to
regulate the relationship between individuals and the government. In Western science, this
issue was raised in various forms, including social contract. Since political power is related to
regulating people's relations with the government, the main point is the nature of power in the
Islamic government from a jurisprudential point of view. In fact, the question here is about the
jurisprudential aspect of the relationship between statesmen and citizens and its rules and
norms. Using the descriptive- analytical method, this article tries to answer this question by
analyzing the jurists’ statements and finding and developing the roots of obvious and hidden
evidence used in it. The research results show that from the point of view of jurisprudence,
the relationship between citizens and the government is in the form of a legal contract of trust
(deposit). A few contemporary jurists have briefly mentioned the trust of power in the Islamic
government, but in this article, the evidence and results of this claim are examined. Among
the results of the trust of power is the need to verify the trustworthiness of agents and
supervise them, and the need for guaranty in case of their violations.

Keywords: trust, deposit, power, supervision, Islamic government.

The Educational Requirements for a Ruler
from the Perspective of Islam
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Abstract

As the person directing the government, the Islamic ruler has one of the most important and
highest positions in the Islamic system. Therefore, he plays an important role in the religious
education of people in the society. Many religious behaviors in the Islamic society are influenced
by the characteristics and governance style of the ruler. Using the descriptive-analytical method,
this research aims to speak of the characteristics and influence of the Islamic ruler in the area of
religious education. The findings of this research are based on the examination of these
characteristics in the three dominant communication dimensions in relation to oneself, God and
people, which are also mentioned in the verses and traditions. Based on these findings, the most
important characteristics are: practicing what one preaches, having patience and perseverance in
the propagation of religion, having fear of God and not being attached to the world, showing
responsibility and accountability, showing gentleness and kindness to people, having benevolence
towards people, preventing the unqualified people from gaining power, judging rightly and
establishing social justice, and not trespassing on people's property. The ruler's adherence to these
duties promotes religious education in the society.

Keywords: government, Islamic ruler, religious education, the Qur’an.
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The Realm and Origin of Moral Values
Ayatullah Allameh Muhammad Tagi Misbah Yazdi

Abstract
The "realm of ethics" or, in other words, the realm of moral values, is one of the important

topics in the field of ethics, which has various applications and should be addressed in every
ethical school. This discussion is clearly related to the definition of ethics, because ethics can
be defined in a way that includes only a part of values or in a way that covers a wider scope.
There are some differences in scientific circles in this regard. Moral value refers to something
that is effective in the final perfection of man. Therefore, all individual and social obligatory
and recommended deeds must be done in such a way that they contribute to human happiness.
Of course, it should be noted that moral value is dependent on intention in custom, Sharia and
reason. First of all, behavior should be performed with good intention. Secondly, based on
religion and divine insight, moral and spiritual values have different levels and are not the
same in terms of value and validity.

Keywords: ethics, moral value, origin of moral value.

Political Man from the Perspective of Thomas Hobbes

and Allameh Tabatabai
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Abstract
The study of human social life and the philosophical foundations resulting from it are among

the important topics in political philosophy. Using the analytical-descriptive method, this
research deals with the views of two thinkers from two opposing philosophical schools
(Hobbes and Allameh Tabatabai). Considering their foundations, the different views of these
two thinkers on human nature lead to two conflicting opinions in explaining the reasons for
human social life. Hobbes's view is the result of a physicalist approach to man and his
perceptions, which relies on experience based on sheer materialism and considers man to be a
creature seeking to satisfy the desires rooted in human nature. He holds that the insatiability of
the desire for satisfying all the desires rooted in man’s evil nature leads him to act
aggressively towards others, the solution of which is socialization based on contractualism.
Based on realism, Allameh Tabatabai argues that human beings are composed of an
incorporeal soul and a material body. They turn to the society for their intrinsic desire for
evolution, which is accompanied by the desire for employment of others.

Keywords: human, perception, human tendency, natural state, human evolution, society, social life.
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