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Abstract

Latin America is the most populated Christian region in the world. Social life in Latin America
had thousands of years of history before the arrival of Christianity. Great civilizations such as
Almaks and Istaks were formed in these areas before Christ. Christianity entered Latin America in
the 15th century with the arrival of the conquerors. Catholic Christianity has gone through
different periods (introduction and Christianization, consolidation and weakening) since the
beginning of its arrival until today. The present research deals with the arrival of Catholic
Christianity in Latin America. The destruction of the Indian civilization by the conquerors, the
widespread propagation of the missionaries and the matching of Christian beliefs with the
indigenous and Indian beliefs are three important factors in their Christianization. The data for this
descriptive-analytical study has been collected through the library method and using written
documents.

Keywords: Christianity, Indians, Spanish Catholicism, Latin America.

A Review of the Position of Intellect in the Natural Theology of Jonathan Edwards

X Saham Asadinia / Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University, Ahvaz Branch
s.asadinia.2013@gmail.com
Qurban Elmi / Associate Professor, Department of Religions and Mysticism, Tehran University
Received: 2022/08/07 - Accepted: 2022/12/05 gelmi@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

Using analytical-critical method, this article examines the position of intellect in the natural
theology of Jonathan Edwards, a Christian theologian. The study of his works shows that he was
well aware of the gaps in the natural theology of his time and was looking for a solution to
maintain man’s faith and natural intellect at the same time. In this regard, he argues that in
entering into theological issues, natural reason faces some challenges because of man's inherent
sin and also because natural reason is abstract, conceptual and far from the practical life of
believers. From his point of view, the only way for man to return to his original nature is the
reliance of his deficient natural intellect on revelation. This way, the education of the intellect
through revelation leads to the clarification of theological proofs through the common grace of
God and awareness of theological truths through the special grace of God. Of course, in his
interpretation of these theological awareness, Jonathan Edwards states that this requires the
accompanying of the heart with the educated intellect in religious contexts. However, his view has
faced some challenges.
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investigated the efforts and achievements of the Qur'an’s commentators in the pre-contemporary ages
in understanding the basic concepts of Christian theology. According to the findings of the research,
five commentators, namely Wazir Maghribi, Burhan al-Din Boga'i, Qurtabi, Ibn Taymiyyah and
Alousi, were prominent in these studies, whereas other commentators of the Qur'an did not have
adequate knowledge of these issues and the comparative studies between the Quran and the Holy
Bible in previous periods did not develop. Such development could have had important benefits and
the negative effects of the prevalence of Israeli narrations in interpretations should not be ignored.

Keywords: interpretation, Christianity, Bible, Testaments, Trinity.
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Abstract

There are many interpretations of Adam's sin in the purgatory heaven. One of these interpretations
is presented by Paul, an interpretation that led to deviant teachings, such as inherent sin, impurity
of human nature, and futility of the Sharia, belief in the Trinity, etc. in the beliefs of early
Christianity. While in Imam Khomeini's view, considering the infallibility of the prophets,
Adam'’s sin in that world, which was not the world of obligation, was actually a kind of attention
to multiplicity and ignoring unity, and this is regarded as the cause of Adam and Eve's descent.
This view holds that their nature was uncontaminated and they had preserved their original purity,
but the way to flourish this nature was follow the divine law. Using the descriptive-analytical and
library method, this research seeks to evaluate and compare Paul's and Imam Khomeini's views
on the event of Adam and Eve's sin in the purgatory heaven. The result of this research shows how
Paul’s wrong, unprincipled and irrational view caused the biggest deviation in Christian beliefs.
According to Imam Khomeini, opposition to the instructional prohibition was actually the basis for the
necessity of the descent of Adam and gaining the position of God’s vicegerent on earth.
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Abstract

In any religion, the results of actions are an integral and essential part of the eschatology of that
religion. In some cases, people see the results of their actions in this world, but the question is: What
do different religions hold about the return of actions given the myth and beliefs of each religion about
the creation and the end of the world? In Islam and the Qur'an, the concepts of intentions in actions,
purgatory, resurrection, and judgement day have been extensively discussed. In Zoroastrianism and
Avesta and Pahlavi texts, based on the law of Asha, human actions return to him in this world in
addition to the resurrection day. In general, heaven or hell is the natural reflection of human actions. In
Manaism, there is a belief in the reincarnation of sinful people in this world and their going to the new
heaven and then the bright heaven after complete purity and enlightenment. Therefore, this discussion
is somewhat similar in Zoroastrianism and Islam, but completely different in Manaism. The present
article investigates this topic using the library and descriptive methods.

Keywords: embodiment of actions, Daéna, physical-spiritual resurrection, Sirat bridge (Chiniot),
heaven, hell.
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knowing him. Using the descriptive-analytical method, this research offers a historical and textual
analysis of the existing signs, especially those in the Holy Qur’an, and tries to examine the extent of
the comparability of the sings and their reliability in introducing and describing Paul. The aim of the
research is to reach a comparative and reliable explanation with common accounts of the personality
and performance of Paul, which represents an obscure part of history and is effective in guiding the
attitude of Christians towards true Christianity and Islam. As a result, with the centrality of the signs in
the Holy Qur’an, the weak documentation of some narrations and the lack of credibility of some signs
in the text of the New Testament can be ignored and they can be accepted as valid. Finally, a common
definition of Paul, who converted to Christianity with a deceptive faith and the intention of creating
deviation, has been presented based on Islamic and Christian sources.

Keywords: Paul, New Testament, Christianity, the Qur’an, Hadith, semiotics, historical analysis,
textual analysis.

The Relationship of the Qur'an and the Testaments with the Sunnah
from the Perspective of Imamiyah and Catholicism

Javad Baghbani Arani / Assistant Professor of Religions, the IKI baghbani@iki.ac.ir

. Mujtaba Nouri Kuhbanani / PhD Student of Religions and Mysticism, the IKI mojtaba.nori.k65@gmail.com
Received: 2022/08/14 - Accepted: 2022/11/20

Abstract

The Qur’an and Testaments are the main sources of two Abrahamic religions (Christianity and
Islam). In the meantime, with the addition of Sunnah, different opinions were formed about its
relationship with these two main sources. Since there are different denominations in Islam and
Christianity, this brief descriptive-analytical paper studies the relationship of the Qurian and the
Testaments with the Sunnah from the perspective of Imamiyah and Catholicism. Investigating the
sources of these two religions, the paper tries to shed light on this relationship. To clarify the
accepted view, four points of view were considered and it was found that, firstly, from the point of
view of Imamiyah and Catholicism, the Quran and the Testaments have a longitudinal
relationship with Sunnah. Secondly, the Sunnah in Christianity precedes the Bible because the
Bible was not yet written in early Christianity, whereas in Imamiyah, the Qur'an was accompanied
with the Sunnah, and the Sunnah was formed along with the writing of the Holy Qur'an.

Keywords: The Qur’an, Testaments, Sunnah, Imamiyah, Catholicism.
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Abstract

Considering their mission in explaining the meaning and purpose of the Qur'anic verses,
commentators of the Qur'an had enough reasons to be more curious about the Christian beliefs
criticized by the Quran. Therefore, some of them felt the need and tried to express and then reject
these teachings by referring to the books of the New Testament. Using the library and
documentary method for extraction and the analytical method for processing, this research has
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The Levels and Motivations of Moral Value
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Abstract
In Islam, the condition for the acceptance of actions and reaching the quorum of value is faith in God
and the hereafter. This does not mean that other deeds with goodness in action (hosn-e fe’li) are
worthless in Islam, because some actions may have values below the quorum but they may still
prepare man for spiritual advancement. On the other hand, if a behavior has goodness in action but is
the result of disbelief and obstinacy, it definitely has a negative value, i.e. it will not have any positive
results in the hereafter where values, rewards and virtues appear, and it will lead to punishment. For
example, if a believer commits minor sins, although his faith is preserved, he will be far from ultimate
perfection, because these sins gradually drive him away from spirituality and godliness.

Keywords: ethics, moral value, motivation, strengthening faith.
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Abstract

One of the issues in Abrahamic religions is the study of the content of their holy books. There are
many similarities and some differences in theological and historical aspects between the Torah,
the holy book of the Jews, and the Qur’an, the holy book of the Muslims. One of the common
topics in the Torah and the Quran is the life of prophets. Using the descriptive-comparative
method, this article investigates and analyzes the differences between the Torah and the Qur'an
with regard to the stories of the prophets. The prophets whose stories are extracted from these
holy books start from Adam and end with Moses. The emphasis of the paper is on the Qur'an and
the Torah, and discovering the differences is the result of a direct examination of the texts of the
Pentateuch (Torah) and the Holy Qur'an. The most important finding of this research is collecting
and enumerating the differences summarized in 23 cases. There are relatively few similarities
between the Qur’an and Torah in the story of the prophets.
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Abstract
Paul is an influential figure in Christianity. The Islamic and Christian sources provide us with
many signs, with some weaknesses and strengths and some differences and similarities, for
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